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A - Guangzhou Gymnasium – Venue for the 49th World Table Tennis Championships 

The Guangzhou Gymnasium is a sports complex and also a main facility for the 9th National 

Game, where the gymnastic finals and the grand closing ceremony have been held then. The 

Guangzhou Gymnasium, being constructed from February 2, 1999 to June 2001, nowadays is 

one of the significant hallmark buildings of the city. 

 

The sports arena is located in Baiyun Dadao Nan Ave. at the foot of the Baiyun Mountain, 

covering about 200,000 square meters with total construction acreage of about 100,000 square 

meters. The sports complex comprises three parts---- a main arena, a practice gymnasium, a 

public activity center; and several affiliated facilities----an administration building, a dinning 

hall, an energy source center, and parking areas etc. It is functioned for sports activities, 

theatrical performances, international conferences and various exhibitions as well. The 49th 

World Table Tennis Championships will be held in its main arena. 
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The Guangzhou Gymnasium is designed by the famous French architect Paul Andreu, who 

ingeniously combines the people oriented spirit with the back-to-nature concept. Three parts 

of it all adopt the sunken design with most construction underground, which will not only 

relieve the burden of the traffic during big events, but also subtly makes the buildings merge 

into the poetic nature, blended with the fascinating ecological environment. The whole 

architecture is a precious combination of advanced technology and elaborate craftsmanship, 

demonstrated by various flexible seats, versatile intellectual construction, difficult but 

fashionable refined roof structure, plus comfortable air-condition design. 

 

B - Introduction of the media work area in Guangzhou Gymnasium 

 

1. The Press Stands at Field (see figure 1) 

 

The media work area at field which contains about 400 seats (chairs and desks), is under the 

auditorium. It offers access to electricity, Internet, telephone (fax). Journalists of daily 

newspapers and news agencies have the priority of selecting these press stands. Then there 

will be weekly journals and magazines. For information about the prices, please contact Ms. 

SU Xiaoyan (wttc49media@126.com).  

 

Figure 1: 
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2. The Press Center 

 

The press center is at B2 in Guangzhou Gymnasium (see figure 2). 

 

Figure 2 (Pink parts are the journalists working districts): 

 

It offers: 

1. Five studios where about 250 journalists can work. 

2. Telephone, fax and copy equipment, access to electricity and Internet (Free W-LAN 

Internet access). 

3. Public lounge which provides coffee, tea, soft drinks and pastries. 

  

The independent work rooms for the media official of ITTC and the 49th WTTC Organizing 

Committee (GOC) are also in the press center. 

Journalists need to use the Accreditation Cards as a pass to the press stand and press center. 

The press conference room is in the multi-functional meeting room which is located at B1 of 

the gymnasium. All the news conferences will be held there during the event. 
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3. Accommodation/Hotels 

 

Hotel information is on the official website of the 49th WTTC under www.gztta.org as well as 

in the first Media Information Bulletin: 

www.ittf.com/competitions/competitions2.asp?Competition_ID=1678&category=WTTC.  

 

 

You have the following options for your hotel reservation: 

 

- Contact the hotel directly (via www.gztta.org -> Accomodation 

- Contact the reception department of the GOC (wttc49jdb@126.com). 

- Enter your desires into the “Media Accreditation Form” that can be found on: 

www.ittf.com/competitions/competitions2.asp?Competition_ID=1678&category=WTTC 

 

 

Media Contact: 

 

Guangzhou Organizing Committee:   SU Xiaoyan (wttc49media@126.com) 

ITTF Media Manager for WTTC:   Hubert GUERIAU (hubertgueriau@wanadoo.fr)  

ITTF Media Coordinator:     Marius WIDMER (mwidmer@ittf.com)  


