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Firsts are always of interest to collectors, historians and the 
curious alike.  The first use of the name 'Table Tennis' was in 
the USA in 1884, for a board & dice game.  The first action 
game of Table Tennis was patented in England in 1890 by 
David Foster, played with gut-strung rackets and a 30mm 
cloth-covered rubber ball.  The only known example of this 
game is now on exhibit in the ITTF Museum in Switzerland.  
A Victorian parlour will be re-created to show the origins of 
our sport, replete with mannequins dressed in period 
costume, carpet, curtains, and a dining table.  

 

 
The only known example of the 1st game of Table Tennis, made in 1890 

 

 

 
 

 
The 1890 game label - still true after 116 years! 

 

 


