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Table Tennis for Athletes with a 
disability (AWD) 

PART 2 
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What is the background? 
2- TABLE TENNIS FOR AWD 

� The first Table Tennis sub-committee was 
formed in the 1970’s 

� 1982 1st World Championships for All 
disabilities 

� 2007 becomes part of the ITTF 
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Para Table Tennis (PTT) 

PART 3 
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Para Table Tennis 
3- PTT 

�  IPTTC was a standing committee of the International 
Paralympic Committee (IPC), in a transition period to 
move under the umbrella of ITTF, this period finished in 
2009.  

� The new name is Para Table Tennis Division (PTT) 
and it is part of ITTF 
 

�  2400 Active players worldwide at international level 

�  Every year 20-30 international tournaments are 
organized worldwide under the sanction of the PTT. 
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3- PTT Para Table Tennis (cont.) 

The world is divided into 4 regions for PTT 

�  Africa - Africa-Middle East Representative: 

    Lill Bhagwan– E-mail: africa.rep@ipttc.org 
 

�  Americas - Americas Representative: 

    Edimilson Pinheiro– E-mail: americas.rep@ipttc.org 

  

�  Asia and Oceania – Asia and Oceania Representative:   

    Barbara Talbot– E-mail: asia.oceania.rep@ipttc.org 
 

�  Europe – Europe Representative: 

    Teresa Morello– E-mail: europe.rep@ipttc.org  
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PTT Classification 

PART 4 
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General IPC Classification 

CLASSIFICATION OF ATHLETES:  

Amputee Athletes with a partial or total loss of at least one limb. 

Cerebral palsy 
Athletes with a brain-affected disorder resulting in problems of 
movement and posture. 

Intellectual disability  
Athletes requiring support in education and social situations due 
to a mental handicap. 

Visually impaired 
Athletes who are affected by disorders of a vision ranging from 
partial sight through to total blindness. 

Spinal cord injuries 
(wheelchair) 

Athletes with at least a 10% loss of function of the lower limbs. 

Les Autres 
Athletes who are affected by a range of conditions resulting in 
locomotors disorders which do not fit into the above mentioned 
categories (e.g. dwarfism, multiple sclerosis). 

4- CLASSIFICATION 
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4- CLASSIFICATION 

How is the „Classification System“? 

WHEELCHAIR PLAYERS 

STANDING PLAYERS 

The players are seperated in 11 classes 

Class 1 to 5 

Class 6 to 10 

� It should be noted that there is a range of severity differences 
between these classes 

� It means that most disabled players with severe impairments reside 
in lower classes and those minimally disabled with mild impairments 
are in higher ones.  

INTELECTUALLY 
DISABLED PLAYERS 

Class 11 
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 PART 6 

PTT Championships 
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6- PTT CHAMPIONSHIPS 

International PTT Championships 

Factor Championship Who can play? Time 

20 International Championship  Open No 

40 ITTF Para Tour Ranked players 
only 

2 years 
All tour    

50 Regional Championship Regional players Every 2 years 
(Odd years) 

80 World Championship Qualified players Every 4 years 

100 Paralympic Games  Qualified players Every 4 years 
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A contract was signed by Mr. Adham Sharara – 
ITTF President - and Mr Phil Craven – IPC 
President in 2008 
PTT is thereafter under the ITTF umbrella 

Entries to international tournaments can be done 
through the NPC or NF 

2009 First elections of PTT authorities during an 
ITTF Annual General Meeting 

Integration 
International level 
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The most important specific PTT rules have 
been added to the ITTF rulebook. 

ITTF URC introduce PTT concepts into the 
regular umpires education. 
 All new ITTF umpires receive PTT education. 

For existing umpires that take part in a PTT 
event, there is an information session at the 
start of the tournament.  

Rules 
International level 
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The Marketing Director  has now the task 
to find sponsors for the PTT division with 
the aim to build a PTT brand 

The first mission is the Korea 2010 World 
Championships 

ITTF is producing a TV show for 
broadcasters, the intention is to include as 
many PTT stories as possible 

Marketing 
International level 
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The media exposure though the 
ITTF channels has been  greatly 
boosted  

The ITTF website fully covered the 
Paralympic Games  in Beijing for 
the first time 

More than 50 PTT articles were 
published on the ITTF website  
during the last two years. 

Media 
International level 
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Rotterdam 2011 ITTF World Championships 
will include an exhibition of PTT players 

The ITTF Development Department organised 
a promotional campaign with the NF‘s (able 
bodied) as the target.  

800 copies of 3 different posters were 
distributed at the ITTF AGM in 2009 to the 
delegates of  more than 150 countries. 

All three posters can be downloaded for 
printing in English, French and Spanish.  

Exposure 
International level 
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Exposure 
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Exposure 
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Exposure 
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The Beijing 2008 Paralympics were the first 
time under the ITTF governance, with staff 
appointed by ITTF and the OC working for 
the games 

A similar situation will happen in the Korea 
2010 WC, where a professional competition 
manager will be appointed 

Some organisers of ITTF Pro Tour events 
are planning to host parallel PTT Tour 
events in the future 

Competitions 
International level 
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Development started the integration 
process in 2005, when the ITTF Executive 
Director for Development participated in the 
first IPTTC World Coaching Conference. .  

Soon after the first official coaching manual 
for athletes with a disability was released. 

The English version was printed in 2008, 
arabic 2009, spanish 2010 and french 
planned for 2011 

Development 
International level 
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Development 

A critical part of development is education, which includes 
courses for Coaches, Classifiers, Referees, Umpires, etc  

From 2000 to 2006 before starting the integration with the ITTF, 
PTT organised an average of 10 courses per year 

In 2007 and 2008 during the transition period within the ITTF, 
the average increased to 28 

For 2009 around 43 courses were organised specifically about Para TT or 
including it in some of the topics. Those courses will be for  Coaches, 
Classifiers, Umpires, Referees, Technical Delegates, Course Conductors, 
Women´s Courses and Women´s Forums. 

International level 
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Before Now 

Countries 114 210 

Rules PTT exclusive Included in ITTF rules 

Marketing none World Championships 
and later regionals 

Exposure low One article per week 
Posters 
Videos 

PTT specific Staff none One (one third of her duties) 

Staff assisting PTT 5 IPC staff assist PTT but 
also other 26 sports 

7 ITTF staff assist PTT but also 
able bodied TT 

Development 10 courses per year 43 courses per year 

At a glance 
International level 
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Future 

NEXT CHALLENGE 

Integration at National Level 

National level 
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Financial consequences: fewer members, less funding for 
the NPC, but more members, more funding for national 
associations 

Calimero effect: disabled players to become a “small” part of 
NTTF 

National associations could be more interested in elite table 
tennis than table tennis for all, and not so much in table 
tennis for persons with a disability, particularly a severe 
disability 

Challenges 
National level 
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Practical considerations 

National level 

Establish a standard contract to govern integration 

Make an inventory of existing partners and 
relationships 

Discuss with various national authorities 

at international level (ITTF) 
at regional level 
at national level 

National secretariat for persons with a disability, equal opportunities 
commission, NOC, Ministry and Administrations of sports 
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Structure 
National level 

IOC 

NPTTC´s 

NTTA´s 

NPC´s NOC´s 
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Where NOC and 
NPC are one 

organisation and 
NFcaters for disabled 

and non-disabled 

No challenges 
experienced 

here 

Where NOC and 
NPC are one 

organisation  and NF 
does not cater for 

both 

The NF needs 
to incorporate 
the disabled 

National Scenarios 
National level 
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- more human resources (players, coaches, 
leaders, organisers, umpires, referees, etc) 

- more financial resources (sponsors, 
Paralympic committee, etc) 

- more medal opportunities (PG, WC, RC) ONE SPORT = ONE FAMILY 

POSSIBILITIES 

Motivations for the Associations 

National level 

The integration process must be finalized at latest before  
2012 Olympic – Paralympic Games 
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We are all equal for 
the law… 

But we are all different for the sport… 
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We play in different ways 
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But the passion is the same! 
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One sport, one family 

WWW.IPTTC.ORG 
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Thank you for your attention! 
• Para Table Tennis Division - Contacts :  

 
 Oivind Eriksen – Chairperson 
   oeierik@online.no 
  
 
 
 
   Nico Verspeelt – Vice-Chairperson 
   nico.verspeelt@skynet.be 
  
 
 
   Alison Burchell – Secretary General  
   burchell@ittf.com 
 
 


